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What Will We Be Discussing? 
 

Paramedicine in Canada has experienced significant growth in recent years leading to increasingly 
larger differences between how we and the public think of our profession and real-world needs and 
practices. As a result, evolution of the profession has been rapid, with a need to examine nationally 
where we have been, to rethink what paramedicine is in Canada and what guiding principles might 
best serve the profession’s future enactment, stability and evolution.  
 
In this session, we will present the results of research study that has led to the generation of 10 
guiding principles for paramedicine in Canada to consider in structuring the profession’s transition 
and evolution. Collectively, these principles provide a national coordinated vision and guidance on 
how to proceed within paramedicine in Canada, while permitting enactment in ways that are 
sensitive to local and contextual variation.  
 
Who will be Speaking?
 
Dr. Walter Tavares is a Scientist at the University of Toronto, Paramedic with York Region Paramedic 
Services, Research Director with the Ontario Paramedic Association, and Educator in the Paramedicine 
Program offered jointly between Centennial College and the University of Toronto. His PhD is in Health 
Services Research with a specialization in Education. Over the last 24 years Dr. Tavares has held 
numerous national, provincial and international leadership, scholarly and educational roles in 
Paramedicine, contributing to a number of advances in the system. His program of research in 
Paramedicine explores advances in models of care broadly and educational innovations. He is currently 
Chair of the McNally Project, a grassroots national research capacity building strategy, helping to lead 
many of the next generation’s academics in paramedicine. 
Dr. Ian Blanchard has worked in Emergency Medical Services (EMS) systems in Canada and the 
United Kingdom for the last twenty-five years in various capacities, including as an Advanced Care 
Paramedic, quality assurance strategist, and researcher. He is the Scientist for the Alberta Health 
Services (AHS) EMS system, and the provincial co-chair of the AHS EMS Research Committee. He is 
also an Adjunct Assistant Professor with the Department of Community Health Sciences, in the Cumming 
School of Medicine at the University of Calgary. In these capacities, Dr. Blanchard is working with a 
dedicated group of individuals to build the science, research and knowledge translation enterprise of 
EMS systems and the paramedic profession.  
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Dale Weiss is currently an Executive Director of EMS for Alberta Health Services and is responsible for 
Operations in the Edmonton Zone. In addition to 26 year in EMS of which he has held various 
management positions since 2001, Dale holds a Master’s Degree in Leadership from Royal Roads 
University.  In Alberta’s provincial EMS system that is integrated with its five zones, Dale is the EMS 
representative for the Senior Leadership Team for the Edmonton Zone and also participates in the 
Patient Safety and Quality Committee for the area as well as being the Executive Sponsor for the 
Provincial EMS OH&S committee and the EMS representative for provincial collective bargaining. 
Focused on collaborative research that improves patient care in the field, Dale has been a long-standing 
member on the Vital Heart Steering Committee that has produced a decade of evidence that resulted in 
thrombolytic therapy becoming a standard of care for the area. 
Nicola Cavanagh began her career in EMS in 2001 as a Primary Care Paramedic in Calgary. Since 
2010, she has held roles in program development, policy, quality assurance, and research, in both EMS 
and Continuing Care. She is a graduate of the University of Calgary, with an Honors degree in 
Philosophy, and a Master of Science in Critical Care Medicine. She is currently in the second year of her 
PhD in Community Health Sciences, with a Health Services Research specialty. Her research has 
focused on the psychological impact of EMS work, ethical practice and moral injury in paramedics, and 
knowledge synthesis.  
 
 
When Will We be Online? 
 
Session date: Thursday, February 4, 2021  
Start time:  10:30am Pacific / 1:30pm Eastern  
Duration: 1 hour 
 
Please TAKE NOTE of a few LOGIN Changes highlighted below. 

 
How to Connect with this National Session? 

Please accept this email as an electronic invitation to join an Online Presentation.  You may forward this 
invitation to others who may be interested in participating. All you need to attend is a web connected PC and 
a telephone.  If your group is meeting in a central location, please consider using a speakerphone and video 
projector so all attendees can view the presentation and participate in discussion. 

Connection information for this Webinar 
 
Session number: 177 214 1450 
Session password: emschiefs  
 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Please join the training session on your computer BEFORE calling in where possible: 
------------------------------------------------------- 
1. Go to https://firstwatch.webex.com/firstwatch/k2/j.php?MTID=t43e7a601c067cda687abcbe307c863a4   
2. Enter your name and email address.  

• Please consider identifying your “Province” followed by your “NAME” in the name section (i.e. SK-John 
Smith, BC-Jane Doe) 

https://firstwatch.webex.com/firstwatch/k2/j.php?MTID=t43e7a601c067cda687abcbe307c863a4
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3. Enter the session password: emschiefs.  
4. Click "Join Now".  
5. Follow the instructions that appear on your screen. 
6 You will be prompted to join the audio conference after you are online with a specific ATTENDEE number. This 
will facilitate knowing who dialed in and the ability to address you for questions and conversations. 
 
------------------------------------------------------- 
If you are unable to join by computer, you can call in using this audio conference information: 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Call-in toll number (US/Canada):1-408-792-6300  
Call-in toll-free number (US/Canada):1-877-668-4490 
Global call-in numbers: 
https://firstwatch.webex.com/firstwatch/globalcallin.php?MTID=t305168680d3fdc73d004645d62088cc0 
Access code: 177 214 1450 
 
Can't join the training session? 
https://collaborationhelp.cisco.com/article/qg8vzfb 
 
To add this session to your calendar program (for example Microsoft Outlook), click this link:  
https://firstwatch.webex.com/firstwatch/k2/j.php?MTID=t92e6558c90780929d217abb36211368a  
 
If the links above don’t work to get you into the webinar for some reason, please follow these instructions: 
1.    Click or cut and paste the following link into your browser's 

field:       http://firstwatch.webex.com/training  
2.      You will arrive at the FirstWatch WebEx Training Center where today’s scheduled meetings are 

displayed.  Look for a meeting with the same topic as this session and click the “Join Now” link to 
the right of the meeting topic. 

3.      Follow the on-screen directions and enter your Name, Email Address, and the meeting Password: 
emschiefs.  Press OK. 

4.      A WebEx Training Manager window may appear.  Follow the on-screen instructions and install the 
WebEx software if necessary.  This process may take several minutes.   

5.      A “Join Teleconference” window will appear with a phone number and session or meeting code, and 
attendee ID.  Dial this number and follow the voice prompts.  The teleconference information is also 
listed above. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: This WebEx service includes a feature that allows audio and any documents and other 
materials exchanged or viewed during the session to be recorded. By joining this session, you automatically 
consent to such recordings. If you do not consent to the recording, discuss your concerns with the meeting host 
prior to the start of the recording or do not join the session. Please note that any such recordings may be subject 
to discovery in the event of litigation. 
 
We strongly recommend that you test your PC and WebEx connection in advance. FirstWatch will be happy 
to help you with any technical WebEx connection issue prior to the scheduled start of the webinar, but will 
not be able to help once it has started, to avoid delaying or interrupting the session. 

1.    Go to http://firstwatch.webex.com/training  
2.    Within the Training Center tab, press Setup, then Training Manager, then Set Up.   

https://firstwatch.webex.com/firstwatch/globalcallin.php?MTID=t305168680d3fdc73d004645d62088cc0
https://collaborationhelp.cisco.com/article/qg8vzfb
https://firstwatch.webex.com/firstwatch/k2/j.php?MTID=t92e6558c90780929d217abb36211368a
http://firstwatch.webex.com/training
http://firstwatch.webex.com/training
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3.    Follow the on-screen directions.  

If you have any questions, please contact FirstWatch Solutions at: (760) 658-9886 ask for Sara 
Cinquegrani Cappiello.   

For further information visit www.paramedicchiefs.ca  

 

http://www.paramedicchiefs.ca/
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